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in every part of the world, from the West Indies to the
East Indies; few contemporary statesmen could rival
him in knowledge of European politics; and to all his
other attributes he joined an enthusiasm for learning
which could not be surpassed by any professional scholar.
While engaged in this perilous diplomatic war at Con-
stantinople, he found time to hunt for ancient statues
and coins, on behalf of influential dilettantes at home
such as the Duke of Buckingham and the Earl of Arundel,
and to conspire with the Archbishop of Canterbury to
rob the Greek Church of such old ecclesiastical manu-
scripts as had escaped the clutches of previous collectors.
And, as the irony of things would have it, if any memory
of the great Jacobean diplomat still lingers among his
countrymen, it is associated not with his lifelong labours
in Europe and Asia, but with the prosecution of his hobby
in the dingy cells of a Greek monastery.

The Patriarch Cyril, as ardent in the preservation of
the remnants of his country's literary patrimony as Roe
was in its spoliation, had brought together a large quantity
of volumes from Alexandria and other parts of the East.
Roe represented to him that his treasures should not be
suffered to rot and rust among ignorant Greek caloyers
who would never make use of them : that, by rights,
they belonged to the Church of God, namely the Church
of England, which would publish them and use their
contents as cudgels for the Papists. If Cyril would let
him have those musty old tomes, Roe promised to supply
him in exchange with a complete library of brand new
editions of the classical authors, and he got King James
and Archbishop Abbot to help him in this campaign of
cajolery. The Patriarch could not very well refuse to be
coaxed by an ally to whom he owed his life, and so many
a piece of patristic literature found its way from Con-